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ABOUT NIRDPR

The NIRDPR is an apex organisation under the Ministry of Rural Development, Government of India (Gol) for training, research, action research and
consultancy in rural development. It is the think tank of the Government of India on issues pertaining to rural development. The Institute serves as a
forum for discussion and debate on issues of common concern and attracts academics and development practitioners from all over the country and
abroad. It is recognised nationally and internationally as a ‘Centre for Excellence in Rural Development’ in general and ‘Centre for Excellence in HRD
Research and Training’ by the UN-ESCAP in particular, and has been actively engaged in organising and imparting international training, conducting
workshops and carrying out consultancy works during the last four decades.

The North Eastern Regional Centre of the National Institute of Rural Development &
Panchayati Raj (NIRDPR-NERC) came into existence in July 1983 in Guwahati with the aim
to orient its training and research activities to the specific needs and potentials of North
Eastern States. The Centre is located at Jawaharnagar, Khanapara, Guwahati adjacent to
Assam Administrative Staff College and Veterinary College, & K K Handique Open
University. It is located at a distance of about 15 km from Guwahati Railway Station and
Central ASTC Bus Stand and is about seven km from the Lokpriya Gopinath Bordoloi
International Airport.

THE MANDATE OF THE INSTITUTE

=  Conduct training programmes, conference, seminars and
workshops for senior development executives

= Undertake, aid, promote and coordinate research on its own or
through other agencies

= Analyse & provide solutions to problems encountered in planning
and implementation of the programmes for rural development,
natural resource management, decentralised
governance, IT applications, Panchayati Raj and related issues etc

= Disseminate information through periodicals, reports and other
publications in furtherance of the basic objectives of the Institute



Travel

The to and fro traveling expenditure of the
participants including local conveyance will be
borne by the nominating authorities.

Venue

National Institute of Rural Development &
Panchayati Raj, North Eastern Regional Centre
(NIRDPR-NERC), Jawahar Nagar, Guwahati -
781022

Phone No.: 0361-2304790/2307043 (0O), 0361-
2302570 (Fax), 9854050437 (M)

Nominations
Nominations in the prescribed format should

reach the address given below on or before
October 7, 2025.

Course Coordinators: Dr. R Murugesan, Dr.
Ratna Bhuyan & Er. S K Ghosh

Nomination forms duly filled in to be
returned to:

Dr. Ratna Bhuyan/ Er. S K Ghosh
Programme Coordinators

National Institute of Rural Development
North Eastern Regional Centre
Jawaharnagar, Khanapara
Guwahati-781022, Assam

9854050437 (M); 9435349979 (M)

E-mail: ratnabhuyan.nird@gov.in/

skghosh.nird@gov.in

NOMINATION FORMAT

Title of the Training Programme:
Advanced MDP on Tourism, Handicrafts and Creative
Economy for Rural Development
(October 13-17, 2025)

1. Name of the Participant:

2. Designation & Present Assignment:
3. Department/Organization:

4. Address for Communication

with telephone No. and proper codes:

Tel: (O)
Tel: (R)

Fax:

1. Age:

2. Educational Qualification:

Date:

Place:

Signature of the sponsor with seal
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ADVANCED MDP
ON
TOURSIM, HANDICRAFTS AND CREATIVE
ECONOMY FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Tourism, handicrafts, and the creative economy
together represent a powerful triad for advancing
sustainable rural development. Across rural
landscapes, communities are endowed with unique
cultural traditions, artistic skills, and natural
resources. If properly harnessed, these assets can be
transformed into sustainable livelihoods, improved
income generation, and enhanced social inclusion.
However, despite their potential, these sectors often
remain  fragmented,  under-promoted, and
disconnected from larger value chains.

Handicrafts are more than products; they are carriers
of heritage, cultural identity, and intergenerational
knowledge. They hold immense potential to create
dignified livelihoods, particularly for women and
marginalized groups, who form the backbone of
craft production. Yet, many artisans struggle with
challenges such as lack of exposure to modern
markets, poor product diversification, limited
branding skills, and weak digital outreach. Without
systematic interventions, these crafts risk losing
relevance in today’s competitive global economy.

Tourism, when developed responsibly,
complements handicraft development by creating a
direct demand for local culture, products, and
experiences. Rural tourism initiatives can channel
visitors into lesser-known areas, creating new

markets for crafts while simultaneously promoting

cultural exchange. The creative economy—
encompassing design, performing arts, and
innovative entrepreneurship—adds another

blend tradition with modernity. Together, these sectors can
generate holistic rural development by combining income

generation with cultural preservation.

However, success requires more than passion and potential;
it requires capacity, skills. Rural
entrepreneurs, artisans, and community leaders need

knowledge, and
training in business planning, sustainable tourism practices,
e-commerce, digital marketing, branding, project
development, and stakeholder engagement. They also
require exposure to real-life case studies, innovative role-
play exercises, and hands-on project work that translate
theory into practice.

The Advanced MDP on Tourism, Handicrafts, and Creative
Economy has been conceptualized to fill this gap. It seeks to
equip participants with the ability to design innovative,
market-responsive, and community-centered initiatives. By
doing so, it aims not only to strengthen livelihoods but also
to ensure that rural communities retain control over their
resources, heritage, and identity while actively participating
in India’s growth story.

Objectives

e  Understand the role of tourism, handicrafts, and
creative industries in rural development

e Apply sustainable tourism practices and develop
innovative tourism products

e Strengthen handicraft production, marketing, and
preservation of cultural heritage

e Leverage e-commerce and digital marketing for
rural enterprises

e Foster entrepreneurial skills and develop business
models in the creative economy

e Engage communities and stakeholders for
inclusive development

e Build project planning, management, and
promotion capabilities

Programme Highlights

= Five-day intensive programme with 4
sessions per day

= Covers tourism, handicrafts, creative
economy, and rural entrepreneurship

=  Focus on sustainability, community
engagement, and digital transformation

= Includes case studies, group discussions,
role-plays, and project presentations

= Facilitated by experts in rural development,
tourism, and handicrafts

Who should attend
e Rural entrepreneurs, artisans, and handicraft

producers,
community development practitioners. The

Tourism professionals and
TA of the nominated participants should be
taken of by the
organisations/ institutions.

care nominating

Methodology

Adult Learning Methodology - lectures, group
discussions, group work, field visit etc. Audio visual
aid and other TLMs would be extensively used in the
programme to facilitate better understanding on the
subject. Besides the Faculties from NIRD-NERC,
subject experts from government and non-government
organisations would take sessions in the programme.

Course Fee & Board & Lodging

There is no course fee. Free board and lodging will be
provided to all participants in the Institute’s Guest
House.

Course Coordinators

Dr. R Murugesan, Dr. Ratna Bhuyan & Er. S K Ghosh
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